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MISSING SEATBELT TRIM COVERS = FAIL
“The condition of interior fittings, controls, and surfaces in the
passenger compartments of a motor vehicle must be maintained so
that the likelihood of injury to occupants is minimised.” That comes
from the Interior Impact Rule and it’s about making sure people
don’t get hurt by objects inside the vehicle.
In this case it means the seatbelt anchorages. The anchorages in
the images are in head strike zone if the vehicle braked suddenly. In
the bottom image, the seatbelt anchorages have a cover over them,
minimising the likelihood of injury. In the top image the likelihood
of injury to the occupants has not been minimised, with the bolts
exposed – this is a fail item.

ISSUING A COF WITHOUT A COL
OR TSL
A CoF cannot be issued to vehicle that requires but
does not have a CoL or a TSL.
• A vehicle that requires a certificate of fitness (CoF) will also require a
certificate of loading (CoL). You cannot issue a CoF to a vehicle that
does not have a CoL (except for light rental service vehicles that are not
passenger service vehicles).
• No certificate of fitness shall be issued in respect of any transport service
vehicle unless the vehicle inspector has been notified of the transport
service licence number under which the vehicle is being operated. That
is, if a vehicle is operated in a transport service, the vehicle operator
(driver) must give you their TSL number.

CHARGING FOR COF B
CHECKSHEETS ORDERED FROM
WICKLIFFE
Wickliffe have now run out of the CoF B checksheets
that were paid for by the Transport Agency as part of
the CoF changes on 1 November 2014. The Transport
Agency paid for these as part of the project costs to
help new providers more easily meet their obligations
and requirements as CoF inspectors.
Running out of this stock means that further orders
will be on a cost recovery basis. This means you will
be required to purchase stock from now on.
Wickliffe have advised the price going forward will be
$86.45 plus GST per carton of 500.
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Amended wording on Notification of chassis rating letter
For clarity, a note has been added to the top of the Notification of chassis rating letter.

THIS DOCUMENT DOES NOT MEAN A VEHICLE COMPLIES WITH ANY STANDARDS OR
REQUIREMENTS, EG BRAKING OR EMISSIONS – FOR THESE, COMPLIANCE MUST BE PROVED
SEPARATELY.

VIRM AMENDMENTS
The last VIRM amendment was on 1 March 2016 and contained:
• Clarifications to seatbelt requirements in motorhomes
• New inspection requirement around bolt-in tow-eyes
The next VIRM amendment is due on 1 November 2016 and will include general items
and changes as a result of the new Vehicle Dimensions and Mass Rule that is currently
consultation (see article below).

DRAFT VDAM RULE RELEASED
On Friday, 8 July, Associate Minister of Transport Craig
Foss announced that the draft Vehicle Dimensions and
Mass Rule (2016) was available for public consultation.
The Vehicle Dimensions and Mass Rule (2002) has had many amendments since it was
first established so it was timely to review and refresh it to ensure New Zealand’s heavy
vehicle requirements continue to be met. Freight and passenger levels are expected to
increase significantly in the next 20 years, and it’s important that we prepare now for
this increase.
The draft VDAM Rule has been rewritten to make it easier to understand, with several
changes that are designed to enable heavy vehicles to carry more in fewer trips. Of key
interest for vehicles inspectors are the proposed changes to mass, width and height
dimensions.
The main benefits of the proposed changes are:
• Further enable “more freight on fewer trips” by better utilising the existing size and
weight envelope available to heavy vehicles.
• Support easier take up of safety, emission and electric vehicle technologies by
providing access to a wider range of vehicle suppliers that build to dimension and
mass limits accepted in other jurisdictions.
• Allow road controlling authorities (RCAs) greater flexibility in permitting and also
standardise the treatment of loads under permit to reduce compliance costs.
• Further increase compliance incentives by reducing weighing tolerance thresholds
and increasing distance able to redirect a vehicle for weighing purposes.
• Provide for more effective planning in the safe movement of the largest
overdimension loads.
Your feedback is important to us and we’d like to hear your thoughts on the draft
Vehicle Dimensions and Mass Rule (2016).
Submissions are open until 5pm, Friday 12 August 2016.
A copy of the draft Rule, along with an overview, supporting documents, and
information on how to make a submission is available on the NZ Transport Agency
website www.nzta.govt.nz/vdam-2016.
If you have any questions please contact the review team at VDAM_reform@nzta.govt.nz.

AXLE SHOCK
ABSORBERS WITH
SHOCK STRAPS
Some shock absorbers have an addition
of shock straps fitted. This is to provide
an additional ‘spring’ for the shock
absorber and is most useful in rapid
unload situations (eg logging and
containers).
These aren’t designed to avoid potential
failure – they are in addition to the
current suspension, not a modification,
so aren’t in the VIRM and aren’t an
inspection item.
If a vehicle’s shock absorbers have shock
straps on some, but not on others, this
can’t stop you from issuing a CoF.
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SKID PLATE CORROSION
INFORMATION SHEET
In August last year the Transport
Agency released an information
sheet on skid plate corrosion.
This information sheet provides
background information into the
causes of skid plate corrosion
and some practical advice to
avoid king pin/skid plate failure
by this mechanism.
To download a copy of the
information sheet visit the
Transport Agency website at
www.nzta.govt.nz/resources/
heavy-vehicle-servicing-skidplate-corrosion.
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NEW COF TECHNICAL
BULLETIN
A new technical bulletin was added recently to give clarification
and explanation about the identification and inspection of these
tyres.

HEAVY VEHICLE SERVICING
INFORMATION

August 2015

SKID PLATE CORROSION INFORMATION SHEET
Keeping your heavy vehicles maintained regularly is sound business practice, ensuring
vehicles use fuel efficiently and preventing avoidable, and costly, accidents or breakdowns.
While routine maintenance is straightforward, this section outlines any issues that are not
always being addressed or go beyond routine maintenance requirements that all those with
an interest in the safe operation of heavy vehicles need to be aware of.
HEAVY TRAILER KINGPIN AND SKID PLATE
SECURITY
King pins and skid plates need appropriate inspection and
maintenance. This is especially important where moisture and
debris can accumulate above the upper surface of the skid plate
and the design makes it difficult or even impossible for inspection
to be carried out.
In these circumstances the potential for corrosion and eventual
structural failure and resultant detachment from the towing vehicle
is a significant risk. Operators, drivers and mechanics, as well as
trailer designers, certifiers and vehicle inspectors, all need to take
appropriate action to ensure trailer detachment does not occur.

Skid plate
King pin

This information sheet provides background information into the
causes of skid plate corrosion and some practical advice to avoid
king pin/skid plate failure by this mechanism.

King pins
A king pin is a pin attached to the skid plate of a semi-trailer and
used for connecting the semi-trailer to the fifth-wheel of a towing
vehicle.

Skid plates
A skid plate is a structure forming part of the semi-trailer which
houses the king pin and which sits on top of the fifth wheel to form
the connection between the towing vehicle and the semi-trailer.
The design of the skid plate support structure should allow for the
inspection of the king pin mounting, the inspection of the skid plate
attachment to the trailer, and provide for drainage of moisture
from above the skid plate so that the likelihood of corrosion is
minimized. Ideally the design should include an inspection hatch
and drain holes or snipes. Drain holes and snipes may be used
for inspection via endoscope but an inspection hatch makes
inspection simpler and easier and is the preferred method.

A typical skid plate and king pin design

Main causes of corrosion
• Moisture ingress through the trailer deck.
• Poor detailed design of skid plate and supporting structure
where moisture is able to accumulate atop the skid plate.

Inspection of skid plates
While a skid plate and its associated king pin may look in
serviceable condition when examined externally, closer
inspection of the cavity above the king pin may identify signs
that the attachment of the skid plate and/or king pin have been
compromised through:
• Missing, damaged or corroded king pin securing bolts,
• Corrosion of the skid plate or surrounding supportive structure,
• Cracking of the skid plate or surrounding supportive structure.

TOW-EYE INFORMATION SHEET
In February this year the Transport Agency released an safety alert
about bolt-in tow eyes.
This safety alert was issued by the
NZ Transport Agency following
HEAVY VEHICLE SERVICING
recent incidents where heavy
SAFETY ALERT
trailers have separated from the
BOLT-IN TOW-EYE
SECURITY
towing vehicle, specifically where
the drawbar was fitted with a boltin tow-eye which pulled out.
To download a copy of the
information sheet visit the
Transport Agency website at
www.nzta.govt.nz/vehicles/
What you should do
choosing-the-right-vehicle/
choosing-and-operating-a-heavyvehicle/servicing.
INFORMATION

February 2016

Signs of loose nut - fretting, shiny, rusting etc

Loose towing eye

This safety alert has been issued by the
NZ Transport Agency following recent incidents
where heavy trailers have separated from the
towing vehicle, specifically where the drawbar
was fitted with a bolt-in tow-eye which pulled
out.

In the case of an incorrectly fitted or maintained bolt-in tow-eye,
the large number of stress reversal tension and compression cycles
they are subjected to, can cause thread pitches to become worn,
loosening the coupling shank or nut, which in turn allows the nut
to be pulled over the thread on the shank. This causes the towing
eye to pull out of the drawbar, resulting in the trailer becoming
detached.

Correctly installed bolt-in tow-eye

Tightening the nut of a loose bolt-in tow coupling is not
acceptable and may increase the potential for earlier
catastrophic failure. The complete towing eye and nut must be
replaced.

The Transport Agency and the Road Transport Forum have
previously issued notifications about the security of bolt-in
towing eyes (such as in CoF news September 2014). However,
we are still seeing incidents of towing eyes coming loose and
failing in service. This situation has significant safety risk which
is being investigated. As a result the Transport Agency may give
consideration to phasing out bolt-in towing eyes completely.

Bolt-in tow-eye is secure

Questions related to this should be directed to the towing eye
suppliers, or the Transport Agency on 0800 108 809.

•

Check the security of the towing eye as part of the daily walk
around.

•

If there is any sign of it being loose (eg fretting, shiny, rusting
etc) the tow-eye and nut must be replaced – under no
circumstances is it to be tightened.

•

•

Following initial installation the nut should be re-torqued at
the lesser of 5000km or as directed by the manufacturer. If
it moves it must be re-torqued. Note: this is the only time
that re-tightening is permitted.

•

One manufacturer recommends checking the tightening
torque of the castellated nut every 15,000km. The
Transport Agency encourages all operators to follow
this recommendation. If the nut is found to be loose the
complete towing eye and nut must be replaced.

When the tow-eye and nut is replaced, the nut must be torqued
to the manufacturer’s recommendation (including a greased
thread) and then if necessary taken to the next castellation – in
no circumstances backed off.

TRANSPORT
0800 587 287
AGENCY		
(for technical assistance and reporting
		staff movements)
For general enquiries or contact information about
the Transport Agency please check our website
www.nzta.govt.nz or email us at info@nzta.govt.nz
NZ Transport Agency
50 Victoria Street
Private Bag 6995
Wellington 6141
Reception is located on level 2

		0800 108 809
		
(for phone inquiries from members of the public)
UNISYS		
		

0800 243 687
(for problems with user access codes and passwords)

We welcome your feedback. Please send any comments to:
Technical Services, Vehicles Team
NZ Transport Agency
Private Bag 6995
Wellington 6145
Email: vehicles@nzta.govt.nz

