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Pre-registration and VIN 
Vehicle attributes 

2-2 Vehicle attributes definitions 

Used Japanese vehicles entering New Zealand via the Australian market often don’t have a 
gross vehicle mass (GVM) recorded on the de-registration papers, but we must record a GVM 
when any vehicle is certified for entry to NZ. The calculations used by Japanese regulations 
would be the best way for an entry certifier to determine the GVM for entry purposes. 

We’re adding a note to the GVM definition with the formula to use for these vehicles. 

 

 

 

VIN affixing 

4-1 Methods for affixing a VIN 

In June 2023 we removed the requirement for etching the VIN on to the rear windscreen from 
the in-service VIRM and amended the assignment and affixing instructions to provide more up to 
date methods and materials. We’re updating this section of the Entry VIRM to align with those 
changes. 
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Inspection and certification 
Vehicle structure 

3-4 Threshold for requiring specialist repair certification 

We’re updating this section to align with recent in-service amendments taking wooden materials 
into account when inspecting motorhomes and caravans. 

We’ve adding this guidance to avoid a vehicle passing entry, then failing at the next in-service 
inspection. 
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Lighting 

Introduction 

ADR 49 was omitted from a recent update to the list of approved standards for high-mounted 
stop lamps. We’re amending this now. 

 

[…] 

 

 

 

Technical bulletins 
11 Inspection of motorhomes 

We’re removing the text under Structural inspection and using it as a heading for the subsequent 
sections. 
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39 Identifying class MB, MD1 or MD2 based on seats on Japanese deregistration 
certificates 

Recent discussions with an inspecting organisation highlighted a misinterpretation of when a 
vehicle is required to have ESC fitted. We’re updating Technical bulletin 39 to clarify this. 

 
 

Reference materials 
29 Sample European Community (EC) whole vehicle approval plates 

We’re adding KS18/858 to Note 3, which lists unacceptable directive numbers. 

This has been submitted to us for a type approval, but it’s for a small series vehicle (rather than 
an unlimited production run vehicle).  

As with KS07/46, a large number of exemptions to land transport rules are required for the 
vehicle to enter in service in New Zealand, therefore this directive number is unacceptable. 
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