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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1

ABOUT THIS PACK

This pack outlines the heavy vehicle specialist certification system. It highlights some requirements of the Notice of appointment and
the Vehicle inspection requirements manual (VIRM), and outlines the assessment process.
While aspects of the Notice of appointment and VIRM have been highlighted by this document, it is important that any person wishing
to be appointed as a heavy vehicle specialist inspector reads the Notice of appointment and the VIRM. Failure to comply with the
Notice of appointment or requirements of the VIRM once appointed could result in your appointment being suspended or revoked.

1.2

ABOUT THE NZ TRANSPORT AGENCY

The principle objective of the Transport Agency is to ‘contribute to an integrated, safe, responsive and sustainable land transport
system’ (Land Transport Management Amendment Act 2004). These activities include:
•

establishing safety standards for vehicles entering and operating in New Zealand’s land transport system

• promoting willing compliance with safety standards within the land transport system.
Land Transport Rule: Vehicle Standards Compliance 2002 establishes a vehicle certification regime, including procedures for
appointing heavy vehicle specialist inspecting organisations (IOs) and vehicle inspectors (VIs), setting out documentation
requirements, and several categories of specialist certification including heavy vehicle specialist certification.

2. WHAT IS HEAVY VEHICLE SPECIALIST
CERTIFICATION?
This section details:

2.1

•

certification

•

types of heavy vehicle specialist inspectors

•

categories of certification

•

compliance documents

•

requirements of heavy vehicle specialist inspectors.

WHAT IS CERTIFICATION?

Certification is verification that a vehicle complies with applicable requirements. We use certification to ensure that motor
vehicles meet appropriate standards and other safety requirements before they can be certified for use in
New Zealand, and that they then remain within safe tolerance of their original state when manufactured.

2.2 WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF HEAVY VEHICLE SPECIALIST INSPECTORS?
There are 4 types of heavy vehicle specialist inspector:
•

Engineer inspecting organisation/vehicle inspector (IO/VI)

•

Local manufacturer inspecting organisation (IO)

•

Local manufacturer vehicle inspector (VI)

•

Static roll threshold (SRT) inspector.

2.2.1 Engineer inspector (IO/VI)
Heavy vehicle specialist engineers are capable of producing relevant engineering designs along with overseeing the
manufacture and installation of components and modifications. This is done via:
•

FULL CERTIFICATION
An engineer IO/VI may certify using the correct certification documentation (LT400), which must be supported by a
completed heavy vehicle design file. The certification process can be completed with the engineer IO/VI directing the
manufacture and installation of the assembly or the modification, and a final inspection by the engineer IO/VI.

•

DESIGN ONLY
Alternatively, an engineer IO/VI can provide a design-only service to a local manufacturer vehicle inspector, with a
Statement of Design Compliance (SODC), and the Local Manufacturer VI can complete the final inspection and certify the
manufacture and installation to that certified (SODC) design.
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2.2.2 Local manufacturer Inspecting organisation (IO)
A local manufacturer inspecting organisation (IO) cannot independently use the certification but provides the infrastructure to allow
a local manufacturer vehicle inspector (VI) to certify vehicle components from manufacture through to installation. An IO or VI
obtains the design and an SODC from an engineer IO/VI or, where allowed, uses standards or pre-approved designs. The IO is
responsible for the inspection/certification outcome and must at all times provide and maintain sufficient equipment and systems to
support the tasks undertaken by manufacturer inspectors (VI) in their employ. Both the IO and VI must have the appropriate
categories for the work they intend to certify.

2.2.3 Local manufacturer vehicle inspector (VI)
A local manufacturer (VI) trained and assessed by the
Truck-Trailer Manufacturers Federation (TTMF) and once appointed by the Transport Agency may certify the manufacture and
installation of components using an SODC or, where appropriate, standards or pre-approved designs for the aspects that they hold
the appropriate categories for. A local manufacturer vehicle inspector (VI) may only sign the LT400 if they are in the employ of a
local manufacturer inspecting organisation (IO) and they both hold the categories that are appropriate to the task.

2.2.4 Static roll threshold inspector
Static roll threshold (SRT) inspectors can certify vehicles for compliance to the dimensions and mass rule to a level attained by
attending courses and passing the assessments for the 3 levels available: HVS1, HVS2 and HVS3. Refer to page 9 of this pack for
further clarification on the different levels of certification.

2.3 WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT CATEGORIES OF CERTIFICATION?
Heavy vehicle specialist IO/VIs are appointed to certify in specific categories. The following is a list of certification categories:
•

Load anchorages

•

Towing connections - drawbars, drawbeams, kingpins, fifth wheels, towbars

•

Chassis modification - steering conversion, PSV rollover, chassis modification

•

Swept path and vehicle dynamics

•

Brakes

•

SRT

• Log bolster attachments.
Local manufacturer inspecting organisations (IO) are assessed for each category of certification they wish to undertake to ensure
they can support those certifications being undertaken.
Local manufacturer vehicle inspectors (VI) are assessed for each category of certification they wish to undertake to ensure they have
the appropriate technical skills and statutory knowledge to undertake the certifications planned.
Engineer inspectors are assessed for each category of certification.
See the assessment information (pages 6–9) for more detail.
The specific codes for each category and type of certification are outlined in the table below:

3. REQUIREMENTS OF THE NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT
AND THE VIRM
The following highlights some important aspects of the Notice of appointment and the VIRM for heavy vehicle specialist inspectors
(VIRM: Heavy vehicle specialist certification). The information that follows is not exhaustive and persons wishing to be appointed as
heavy vehicle specialist inspectors must read the Notice of appointment and the VIRM. You can view the VIRM at:
http://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/hvsc.

3.1

COMPLIANCE DOCUMENTS

There are 2 compliance documents for heavy vehicle inspectors: the Statement of Design Compliance and the LT400.
An engineer inspector gives the Statement of Design Compliance to a local manufacturer vehicle inspector. This document allows the
local manufacturer vehicle inspector to issue the final certification (LT400) after installation. The requirements for a Statement of
Design Compliance are outlined in the introduction to the VIRM.
The LT400 is the certifying document that is completed by the inspector. This document is the record of determination; it outlines for
the testing stations what has been certified and where all relevant information about the certification can be found. The LT400 is
supplied on a pre-printed form and can only be purchased by approved inspectors.
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3.2 PROCEDURE DOCUMENTATION SHEETS
A procedure documentation sheet (PDS) records the details of an inspection (ie vehicle details, measurements, drawings, critical
matters, etc) to assess whether a vehicle may be certified. All inspectors are required to have a PDS for each certification as stated in
the introduction to the VIRM.

CERTIFICATION CATEGORY ENGINEER

LOCAL MANUFACTURER PREREQUESITES

Load anchorages

HVEA

HMAD

Towing connections

HVET

HMTD

Chassis modification

HVEC

HMCD

Swept path

HVP1

HVEC

Vehicle dynamics (PBS)

HVP2

Brakes

HVEK

Log bolster attachments

HVEL

HMLD

SRT level 1

HVSC 1

HVSC 1

SRT level 2

HVSC 2

HVSC 2

SRT level 3

HVSC 3

HVSC 3

HVET (for HVEC)
HVP1
HVEC (for HVEL),
HMCD (for HMLD)

3.3 DELEGATION
Details relating to each certification category’s ability to delegate are:
ENGINEERS
Under the Notice of appointment and the VIRM, engineers are not allowed to delegate the signing of the compliance documents or
the final inspection.
LOCAL MANUFACTURERS
Under the Notice of appointment and the VIRM, a local manufacturer inspecting organisation (IO) must delegate the final inspection
and signing of the LT400 (compliance document) to an employee who has attended and passed the local manufacturer’s assessment
and is registered with the Transport Agency as a manufacturer inspector (VI).

3.4 INSURANCE
All inspectors must be covered by professional indemnity insurance and public liability insurance.

3.5

COMMUNICATION

With a large number of heavy vehicle specialist inspectors, it is important that we have clear communication channels. Therefore, the
Transport Agency has a number of ways it communicates information with heavy vehicle specialist inspectors.

3.5.1 Vehicle inspection requirements manual: Heavy vehicle specialist certification
We distribute inspection requirements as determined by New Zealand legislation. These are set out in Vehicle inspection
requirements manuals, called VIRMs, which are produced and updated by the Transport Agency’s Technical Services team. The
VIRMs contain instructions on the behaviour expected of our inspectors and, in specific sections, a summary of the applicable
legislation and reasons for rejection for various vehicle components and systems.

3.5.2 Information memos
We publish information memos regarding technical information that inspectors must be aware of, as the need arises. These are
generally added as technical bulletins to the VIRM and they are numbered and grouped by subject. Appointed inspectors are notified
of these additions to the VIRM by email so it is important that you give us accurate electronic address details and advise the
Transport Agency of any changes.

3.5.3 Contacts
Applicants and inspectors are welcome to contact us:
Fax
Administration issues
Technical issues

(06) 953 6282
(06) 894 6132

Email

info@nzta.govt.nz
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0800 587 287
Press 2 for information on site or inspector authorities, or hold
for administration issues

Post
Technical

Technical Services
Access & Use
NZ Transport Agency
Private Bag 6995
Wellington 6141

Administration

Service Supply Management
NZ Transport Agency
Palmerston North Office
Private Bag 11777
Palmerston North 4442

The Transport Agency also has a website that we encourage applicants and inspectors to visit and use. It contains factsheets relevant
to certification work, along with general information about the Transport Agency. Visit our website at www.nzta.govt.nz.

4. APPLICATION AND ASSESSMENT PROCESS
There are separate application forms for the different types of certification. There are 2 assessment processes: one for the engineer
and one for the local manufacturer.

4.1

ADDRESS

Service Supply Management
NZ Transport Agency
Palmerston North Office
Private Bag 11777
Palmerston North 4442
vehicleinspections@nzta.govt.nz

4.2 POLICE CHECK
All inspectors are required to be ‘fit and proper’ for the role. This means that all applicants’ names are submitted to the police who
will report back if there are any convictions against that name. Any convictions may be taken into account before an application is
accepted.
In general, convictions which are 5 years old, or more, are ignored, as are convictions for matters that are not relevant to an
inspector’s role. If there are any doubts about an applicant’s suitability for the role, the applicant will be asked to supply any mitigating
information.

5. ENGINEER ASSESSMENT
5.1

ASSESSMENT OF DIFFERENT CATEGORIES

There are currently 7 different certification categories in the heavy vehicle specialist certification system. The Transport Agency
assesses 4 of these categories; the other 3 are assessed by an external organisation.

5.1.1 The categories assessed by the Transport Agency
The categories assessed by the Transport Agency are:
•

load anchorages

•

towing connections

•

chassis modification

• swept path and vehicle dynamics.
The Transport Agency assessment process begins when an applicant returns the application to the Service Supply Management
team. The assessment process consists of up to 2 written assessments and 1 interview.

Heavy vehicle specialist certification

5

Information pack

5.1.2 The categories assessed by an external organisation
The categories assessed by an external organisation are:
•

brakes

•

SRT

• log bolster attachments (HVEC prerequisite).
An applicant must be successful in all assessments before they can be recommended to the Transport Agency to be appointed as a
heavy vehicle specialist inspector.
•

For information on brakes assessment please contact Doug Latto of Transport & Mechanical Consulting Ltd at:
douglatto@gmail.com.

•

For information on SRT assessment please contact John de Pont at Transport Engineering Research New Zealand Ltd
(TERNZ) at: j.depont@ternz.co.nz.

•

For information on log bolster attachment certification please contact Bruce Nairn of the Log Transport Safety Council at:
tgmservices@xtra.co.nz.
You are still required to send in an application form, fee (as outlined below) and verification that you have passed the relevant course
to the Transport Agency for these externally assessed categories.

5.2 APPLICATION
5.2.1 Fees
Heavy vehicle local manufacturing inspecting organisation

$1437.50 incl. GST

Heavy vehicle local manufacturing vehicle inspector

$494.50 incl. GST

Heavy vehicle certifying engineer IO/VI

$1644.50 incl. GST

If the application is filled in correctly, we are satisfied with the information provided and you have paid the application fee, we will
send you an acceptance letter for your initial application. If your application is not accepted you will receive a letter stating the
reason(s) why.
For those sitting the Transport Agency assessments, closer to the time you will receive a letter stating the date, location and time of
assessment.
You are required to complete all of the application form. If you are applying for the first time, you will need to include a curriculum
vitae (CV) and a verified copy of your qualifications. Relevant information that should be included in your CV is:
•

educational qualifications

•

training and seminars

•

work experience

•

other information relevant to the heavy vehicle specialist certification industry such as committee and organisation
membership.
For application forms email vehicleinspections@nzta.govt.nz.

5.3 MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS
The minimum qualification for a heavy vehicle specialist inspector is NZCE (mechanical, civil, or aviation), an NZQA level 6 Diploma
in a relevant engineering discipline or an approved equivalent, except for brakes (HVEK). This means that we can be assured that all
those sitting our assessment will have at least the minimum level of knowledge. You must have completed and passed your NZCE
before sitting any Transport Agency heavy vehicle specialist inspector assessment (an incomplete application would be one that does
not have a verified copy of your qualification).
For the brakes category, the minimum qualification is successful completion of the pre-qualification modules and successful
completion of the Heavy Vehicle Brake Certifiers’ Course run on behalf of the Transport Agency by
Transport & Mechanical Consulting Ltd.
If your qualification is not from New Zealand, it is your responsibility to contact the New Zealand Qualifications Authority (NZQA).
They will determine which New Zealand equivalent you hold. A copy of the letter from NZQA stating the New Zealand equivalent will
have to accompany your application.

5.4 WRITTEN ASSESSMENT
Of the 4 categories of certification assessed by the Transport Agency, 3 (load anchorages, towing connections and chassis
modification) require candidates to sit exams which consist of 2 parts and take up a whole day. All writing materials will be provided
by the Transport Agency.
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5.4.1 Part 1: Technical and conceptual design
Part 1 is the design assessment - the time allowed is 3 hours and it is an open-book examination. The assessment will comprise a
conceptual design for the category being assessed. Applicants may take with them into the examination room any materials that they
wish. This includes calculators, laptop computers and any additional aid that would be available to an approved inspector, for that
given category of certification, in the course of business. However, applicants are not allowed access to external sources, such as the
internet, faxes or cellphones.

5.4.2 Part 2: Legal and technical knowledge
Part 2 is the legal and general knowledge assessment - the time allowed is 3 hours and it is a open-book examination. The assessment
will test applicants’ knowledge of transport law, standards and other relevant documents for each particular category of certification.
Please see the list of documents, under the reference material section, for each category of certification for which you could be tested.

5.4.3 What if I fail the written assessment?
If you fail both parts of the written assessment, you will be allowed to sit the assessment again. If you fail only 1 part of the
assessment, part 1 or part 2, you will be required to resit only the part you failed – this will be at a reduced cost.

5.5 INTERVIEW
An applicant who passes the written assessments will be required to attend an interview. The interview takes approximately 2 hours.
The interview panel consists of up to 3 relevant Transport Agency staff. The topics covered in the interview are engineering and legal
knowledge relevant to the heavy vehicle specialist certification category in question and the VIRM. Depending on the results of the
interview you may be appointed as an HVS inspector with or without conditions.

5.6 ASSESSMENT TIMETABLE
The following are APPROXIMATE dates for certification assessment undertaken by the Transport Agency for each category:
•

Towing connection: April/May and August/September

•

Chassis modification: April/May and August/September

• Brakes: Once sufficient numbers have applied.
This timetable depends on the numbers who intend to undergo the assessment process.

5.7

APPOINTMENT

Once you have been accepted following the interview and have fulfilled any conditions imposed upon you including a period of
mentoring, you will be appointed as an IO/VI in the appropriate category. The duration of the mentoring will be determined by its
effectiveness which will be assessed at three-monthly intervals. We will provide you information on how to order your LT400s, and
issue you with a notice detailing your Transport Agency ID and a certificate of appointment.

5.8 SYLLABUS
Please see the Heavy vehicle specialist certification syllabus for information on the documents, rules and regulations an engineer
inspector needs to be familiar with for assessment.

6 MANUFACTURER APPLICATION AND
ASSESSMENT
6.1

APPLICATION AND ASSESSMENT FOR DIFFERENT CATEGORIES

However, briefly, under the Notice of appointment all LT400 signatories need to be assessed to confirm competence. This applies to
manufacturer inspectors, both IOs and VIs in all categories.
There are 5 different certification categories in the heavy vehicle specialist certification system. The TTMF assesses 4 of these
categories in a series of courses; the brakes category is assessed by an external organisation.
The 4 categories that TTMF assess are:
•

load anchorages

•

towing connections

•

chassis modification

• log bolster attachments.
For information on brake assessment, which is the Heavy Vehicle Brake Rule Course, please contact the Technical Services team. You
are required to send in an application form and verification that the VI has passed the relevant externally assessed course.
When the IO and the VI have successfully passed the required assessment(s) a Notice of appointment will be sent to the parties.
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6.2 APPOINTMENT
Once the IO has been accepted and has fulfilled any conditions imposed, the IO will be appointed as an inspecting organisation with
the appropriate category. You will be given instructions on how to order your LT400s, and issued a Notice of appointment detailing
your ID.
Once the VI has been accepted following an assessment by the TTMF and has fulfilled any conditions imposed, the VI will be
appointed as a vehicle inspector with the appropriate category. You will be given instructions on how to order your LT400s, and
issued a Notice of appointment detailing your ID.

6.3 THE TTMF ASSESSMENT
6.3.1 Assessment criteria
The course and assessment has been structured to assess certifiers who have considerable practical road transport industry
knowledge. It will also assess their knowledge of the Transport Agency Notice of Appointment and the VIRM: Heavy vehicle specialist
certification, including their obligations and responsibilities they contain.
The assessment criterion is based on:
•

Welding knowledge

•

Materials and product knowledge

•

Drawing Interpretation

•

Quality management systems – contents and operation

•

Scope of work manufacturer certifiers can certify

• Repairs, including repairs to industry best practice for temporary certification.
It is expected all applicants with sound knowledge of the construction and modification of heavy vehicles in the road transport
industry in the areas of welding, product installation, and materials would pass this assessment. The assessment is based on a full
course operated by the TTMF.

6.5.2 Course
The courses are structured as tutorial sessions covering areas the applicants are expected to know from their experience in the
industry. It also covers areas relevant to the responsibilities that certifiers will be taking on. Question and answer sessions should
help to clarify any issues.

6.5.3 Assessment session
The assessment process uses a practical exercise with a question sheet and a range of test pieces. For this practical assessment the
applicant will be required to answer each question after inspecting the relevant test piece. The test pieces will be samples of welds,
welding problems, drawings, quality documents, items in the Notice of appointment, components etc.
The assessor will observe applicants during this session and mark the task paper, and pass the results to the review panel for final
recommendation. At the end of the assessment session, the question sheets will be collected and sent to the assessment review
panel for evaluation. The results will then be sent to each applicant.
The assessment will test the certifier/delegates’ ability to grade a repair by significance and select the appropriate action for safe repair.
There is also a written test to assess the applicants understanding of their responsibilities and their requirements to comply with
various acts, regulations, and rules.
TABLE 2: TYPICAL TEST PIECES FOR PRACTICAL EVALUATION.

NO. NAME

DESCRIPTION

SKILLS BEING TESTED
Drawing interpretation

1

Drawing

Assembly drawing errors

2

Weld joint 2

Welded joint with defects

3

Weld

Mig qualified vs. stick weld

4

Weld

Partially completed weld and preparation of joint

5

Measurements

Multi-sided figure for dimensions

6

QMS

QA inspection with faults

7

Products

Product knowledge with pictorial range of items with
subtle differences

Inspection skill

8

Materials

Mill Certificate

Industry experience

9

Certification

LT400 – appropriate entries

Material grade variations

Several test pieces (approximately 10) are required for a practical evaluation for the applicants (Table 2). These tests are to assist the
tutor with a direct and indirect opportunity to assess the applicant’s practical and technical ability on various topics.
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6.6 SYLLABUS
Certifiers must be familiar with a range of standards, codes of practice and general documents as well as their trade-related published
material if they are to carry out their duties accurately and knowledgeably as required by the Notice of appointment.
They should also have at their disposal access to other general publications and the Transport Agency information to refer to as
required by a particular job.
The certifier can only certify an item if it complies with all the “applicable requirements”. Thus, it is necessary to know what the
applicable requirements are, and where to find them.

6.6.1 Documents
Certifiers must be familiar with the following documents:
6.6.1.1 GOOD WORKING KNOWLEDGE REQUIRED:

•

Welding in the transport industry 2013 edition (Transport Agency publication incorporated into VIRM: Heavy vehicle
specialist certification as Technical bulletin 13)

•

Land Transport Rule: Heavy vehicles – Rule 31002

•

Land Transport Rule: Vehicle Repair – Rule 34001

•

Land Transport Rule: Vehicle Dimension and Mass – Rule 41001

•

Land Transport Rule: Heavy-Vehicle Brakes – Rule 32015

•

MOT/DSIR Ladder frame chassis design and modification

•

VIRM: Heavy vehicle specialist certification

•

VIRM: In-service certification (WoF and CoF)

•

AS/NZS 1554: Structural steel welding
•

Part 1: 2014 – Welding steel structures

•

Part 4: 2014 – High strength steels

•

Part 5: 2011 – Welding of steel structures subject to high levels of fatigue loading

•

Part 6: 2012 – Welding stainless steel structures for structural purposes.

6.6.1.2 BASIC UNDERSTANDING REQUIRED:

•

Land Transport Rule: Vehicle Standards Compliance 2002

•

Land Transport Rule: Passenger Service Vehicles 1999.

6.6.1.3 GOOD WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF CODES OR STANDARDS SPECIFIC TO PARTICULAR TYPE OF VEHICLE OR COMPONENT:

•

Land Transport Rule: Passenger Service Vehicles 1999

•

NZS 5446: 2007: Code of practice for heavy motor vehicle towing connections: drawbar trailers

•

NZS 5450: Specification for coupling devices for articulated vehicles fifth wheel assemblies

•

NZS 5451: Specification for coupling devices for articulated vehicles fifth wheel kingpins

•

NZS 5413: Specification for stock crates

•

NZS 5444:1987 Load anchorage points of heavy vehicles

•

NZS 5444:2007 Load anchorage points of heavy vehicles

•

NZS 5467: Code of practice for light trailers

•

NZS 5232:1993: Ball-and-socket trailer couplings

•

Land Transport Rule: Heavy-Vehicle Brakes Schedule 5

•

Land Transport Rule: Heavy vehicles Schedule 2

•

AS 3990: Mechanical equipment – steelwork

•

AS2174 - 2006: Articulated vehicles – mechanical coupling between prime movers and semitrailers – interchangeability
requirements

•

AS 2175 -1995: Articulated vehicles – kingpins

•

AS/NZS 1664-2004 Pt 2 Aluminium structures – design working stress

•

AS/NZS 1665 Welding aluminium structures

•

AS/NZS 2980:2007 Qualification of welders for fusion welding of steels

•

AS/NZS 4968-2003: Heavy-road vehicles: Mechanical coupling between articulated vehicle combinations
•

Part 1: Design criteria and selection requirements for fifth wheel, kingpin and associated equipment

•

Part 2: Testing and installation of fifth wheel and associated equipment

Heavy vehicle specialist certification
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Part 3: Kingpins and associated equipment

•

BS7608:1993 Code of practice for fatigue design and assessment of steel structures

•

BS EN 1993-1-9:2005: Eurocode 3 – design of steel structures – fatigue

•

Other applicable Land Transport Rules and standards referenced in those rules.

This list has been grouped in Table 3:
Some standards or regulations only apply to specific types of vehicles (eg passenger services vehicles), and they may not be relevant
to a particular line of business.
TABLE 3: DOCUMENTS AND STANDARDS THAT APPLY BY CATEGORY

REFERENCE
The Transport Agency
Notice of appointment;
VIRM: Heavy vehicle
specialist certification
Code or NZ Standard

HVET

HVEA

HVEL

HVEC









• NZS 5446

• NZS 5444

• NZS 5450

• NZS5413

• Bolster Attachment
Code

Rules

Rules

Rules

Rules

• Heavy Vehicles

• Heavy Vehicles

• Heavy Vehicle

• Heavy Vehicles

• Heavy Vehicle Brakes
Rule Schedule 5

• Vehicle Repair

• Vehicle Repair

• Heavy Vehicle Brakes
Rule Schedule 5

• NZS 5451
• NZS 5467
• AS/NZS 4968

• Vehicle Repair

• Vehicle Repair

Welding
AS/NZ 1554
AS/NZS 1665
AS/NZS1664
AS/NZS2980

















HMCT

HMAD

HMLD

HMCD













Vehicle Dimensions and
Mass Rule









Vehicle Standards
Compliance Rule









Performance Review
System









Procedure
Documentation Sheet









Heavy Vehicle Brakes
Rule









Welding in the transport
industry (VIRM: Heavy
vehicle specialist
certification: Technical
bulletin 13)

REFERENCE
Heavy Vehicles Rule
Repair Rule
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7. OTHER HVS CERTIFICATION CATEGORIES
7.1

STATIC ROLL THRESHOLD

There are currently 3 different static roll threshold (SRT) categories in the heavy vehicle specialist certification system:
•

SRT Level 1

•

SRT Level 2

• SRT Level 3
Courses and assessments are run by TERNZ and cover:
•

background to the SRT and its inclusion in the dimension and mass rule

•

performance standards for stability and relationships to crash risk

•

derivation and validation of the SRT calculator

•

use of basic features

•

advanced topics in load distribution and positioning

•

advanced topics in suspension performance and input requirements

• the Transport Agency Vehicle inspection requirements manual: Heavy vehicle specialist certification.
For those wishing to qualify as a Transport Agency-approved inspector there will be 2 tests – a basic test covering the requirements
to be a level 1 inspector and an advanced test covering the requirements to be a level 2 inspector.

7.1.1

Application and appointment

If the application is filled in correctly and we are satisfied with the information provided (you must provide verifying documents) you
will be sent an acceptance letter for your application and a Notice of appointment.
If your application is not accepted you will receive a letter stating the reason(s) why.
Once you indicate your acceptance of the appointment to the Transport Agency we will allocate you an ID if you are not a current
inspector and give you instructions on how to order LT400s.

7.2

SWEPT PATH AND VEHICLE DYNAMICS

These categories are restricted to inspectors who already hold the chassis modification category.

7.2.1 Swept path
To be appointed to this category requires the inspector to confirm that they have the appropriate computer software or the facility to
physically test vehicles to meet the requirements of the Vehicle Dimension and Mass Rule. Swept path analyses are also required to
support some exemption requests. The provisions of the Rule which provide swept-path based exemptions and the performance
measures applying to each provision are summarised in the VIRM: Heavy vehicle specialist certification, 7-4 swept path requirements.

7.2.2 Vehicle dynamics
To be appointed to this category requires the inspector to confirm that they have the appropriate computer software or the facility to
physically test vehicles to meet the performance based standard (PBS) requirement of the high productivity motor vehicle (HPMV)
section of the Vehicle Dimension and Mass Rule. Prospective inspectors must pass an assessment set by the Transport Agency prior
to being appointed. The provisions of the Rule which provide swept-path based exemptions and the performance measures applying
to each provision are summarised in the VIRM: Heavy vehicle specialist certification, 7-4 swept path requirements.

