
 

 

 

VIRM: In-service certification (WoF and 
CoF) amendment 
1 April 2023 amendment preview 
March 2023 

Note that the screenshots in this document are from the new look Vehicle 
Inspection Portal, which will be live on the evening of Tuesday 21 March 
2023.    
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General amendments  
Introduction 

5 Inspection premises and equipment 

We are removing mechanical portable brake decelerometers from from the approved brake testing 
equipment list in the VIRM. They’re no longer fit for purpose due to their inability to record and store brake 
test data and indicate average brake efficiency for the test vehicle as requested in the brake rules.  
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General vehicles and Light PSVs 
5-1 Glazing 

Due to the conflicting statements between the VIRM and the Repair Rule (32012) or NZ Standard 
(AS/NZS 2366:1 1999), VIs are rejecting repairs that are certified by authorised repairers that are 
acceptable.  

To reduce confusion, we’re simplifying the wording in the VIRM for repairs inside the Critical Vision Area 
(CVA). 

 

 

10-1 Tyres and wheels 

Figure 10-1-6 has been added to show examples of tyre cracks that can be accepted as minor and those 
more than 25mm long as detailed in RfR 13 (b). 
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Light trailers 

5-1 Service brake, parking brake and breakaway brake 

We’re updating the recommended method of checking light trailer brakes in compliance with the Land 
Transport Rule: Light-Vehicle Brakes 2002 that was approved in November 2021. 
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Heavy vehicles 

8-1 Service brake, parking brake and heavy vehicle emergency brake 

As already mentioned in previous message, from 1 April 2023 vehicles with Cardan shaft park brakes 
must display a warning sticker is a place visible to the driver. 
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Modification and repair – heavy vehicles amendments 
As discussed in Inspection news issue 10, a large number of pages are being updated regarding what’s 
acceptable for presenting LT400s at a CoF inspection. The change to the Introduction: 3-1 Duties and 
responsibilities and two sample VIRM sections (Heavy vehicles 3-1 Structure and Heavy trailers 8-3 
Drawbeam) are shown below. 

A full list of the modified pages is available in the Vehicle Inspection Portal. 

VIRM: In-service certification (WoF and CoF) 1 April 2022 amendment  

Introduction 
3-1 duties and responsibilities 

 
 

Heavy vehicles  
3-1 Structure 

 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz%2F__data%2Fassets%2Fpdf_file%2F0011%2F89417%2FInspection-news-issue-10.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CToby.Bishop%40nzta.govt.nz%7C7a5013125fed47ca668b08db1ea18253%7C7245e48ca9ff4b2898ef05cfa8edb518%7C0%7C0%7C638137451268875057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=udoJjnRvc1UqydgkuBg7xq0P7TwvkC7hId0IliGFVpg%3D&reserved=0
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/amendments/in-service/list-changes/1-april-2023-wof-and-cof
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Heavy trailers 

8-3 Drawbeam 
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