
 

 
 

VIRM: Entry certification amendment 
1 October 2022 amendment preview 
September 2022 

Change summary 
 

Change Pages affected 

VIN tampering reporting 
This change removes the requirement for a 
vehicle inspector to notify the NZ Police if a 
vehicle is identified as having a tampered VIN.  
The existing process of notifying Waka Kotahi 
remains, and they will notify NZ Police when 
necessary. 

Pre-registration and VIN 1-1 Finding vehicle 
records 
Pre-registration and VIN 3-1 Assigning a VIN 
Pre-registration and VIN 3-2 Assigning a VIN to a 
registered vehicle 
Pre-registration and VIN 4-3 Damaged or missing 
VINs 

Disability vehicles 
The following change has been made to clarify 
what a disability vehicle is and specify who can 
record it as a disability vehicle (the Low Volume 
Vehicle Technical Association at the time of 
modification certification, or the entry certifier). 

Pre-registration and VIN 2-2 Vehicle attributes 
definitions 

Reference field 
Entry VIRM updated to stipulate using the 
Reference field on the VIN Authority 
Allocation/Confirmation screen of LANDATA to 
record the site authorisation number where the 
vehicle is inspected. 

Pre-registration and VIN 2-1 recording vehicle 
attributes 
Pre-registration and VIN 2-2 Vehicle attributes 
definitions 

Acid wash 
Vehicles that have had acid wash treatment 
should be sent to repair certifiers for assessment. 
This change will provide stop potentially 
weakened vehicle structures from being passed 
into service without proper assessment. 

Inspection and certification 3-4 Threshold for 
repair certification 
Technical bulletin 49: Acid wash process on used 
imports  
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Pre-registration and VIN 
1-1 Finding vehicle records 

 
 

2-1 recording vehicle attributes 
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2-2 Vehicle attributes definitions 

 

 

3-1 Assigning a VIN 

 



 

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency      VIRM: Entry certification amendment - 4 

3-2 Assigning a VIN to a registered vehicle 

 

4-3 Damaged or missing VINs 
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Inspection and certification 
Vehicles that have had acid wash treatment should be sent to repair certifiers for assessment. 

This change will provide stop potentially weakened vehicle structures from being passed into service 
without proper assessment. 

3-4 Threshold for repair certification 

 

Technical bulletins 
Technical bulletin 49: Acid wash process on used imports 
Vehicle inspection requirements manuals reference: 

• 3-4 Threshold for requiring specialist repair certification 

Background  

Acid washing is a treatment being used to repair corrosion in vehicles, in particular the underbody 
structure and components. 

The process involves the use of a chemical mix containing an acid base liquid, phosphoric acid is 
commonly used, to remove corrosion and treat the metal area.  The following photos show examples of 
visible signs of acid wash repair. 

  

https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/entry-certification/i-and-c/vehicle-structure/threshold-for-requiring-repair-certification
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Visible signs of an acid wash repair include: 

• The area has been cleaned and a clear topcoat, or no topcoat applied 

• A white residue is noticeable in joints, seams, or coming through underseal/topcoats 

• Corrosion is still visibly active in an area that has been treated 

An area of metal that has not been acid washed correctly will continue to degrade within a short time and 
can be detrimental to the vehicle structure. 

Application 

When visible signs of acid wash repair as described above are observed by an inspector at an entry 
compliance inspection the vehicle must be failed and referred to a Repair Certifier for assessment. 

The threshold for requiring repair certification instructs 'A vehicle must be referred to a specialist repair 
certifier if signs of repair, rust prevention, acid wash or under-sealing to any part of the vehicle structure 
are evident'. The repair certifier will assess the repair and decide if it requires remedial work and a Light 
vehicle repair record of certification (LT308) issued, or if the repair is acceptable a No repair certification 
required declaration – light vehicle (LT307) issued. 
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