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1-1 VIN and chassis number

Reasons for rejection

Mandatory requirements

1. A vehicle first registered or re-registered in New Zealand before 1 April 1994 does not have a VIN or chassis number
(Note 1) (Figure 1-1-1, Figure 1-1-2).

2. A vehicle first registered or re-registered in New Zealand from 1 April 1994 does not have a VIN number (Note 1)
(Figure 1-1-1, Figure 1-1-2).

3. A VIN number is not valid (Note 2).

Condition

4. A VIN or chassis number has been (Note 1 and Note 3):
a) removed, or
b) erased, or
c) altered, or
d) defaced, or
e) obscured, or
f) destroyed, or
g) obliterated, or

h) affixed unlawfully or by unauthorised persons (Note 3).

Note 1

The repair certifier must record the VIN number. The chassis number may be used as a technical reference.

Note 2

A vehicle without a VIN must be referred to a VIN issuing agent (VTNZ, VINZ, NZAA, Drivesure, CVC, Autochecks) to
have a VIN assigned.

Note 3

A valid VIN is a unique number that has been assigned to the vehicle in the vehicle’s country of origin or by a person
appointed by the NZTA. It consists of 17 characters that never contain the letters I, O or Q, and that is capable of being
decoded to provide identifying information about the vehicle.


http://www.vtnz.co.nz/
http://www.vinz.co.nz/
http://www.aa.co.nz/
http://www.drivesure.net.nz/
https://www.vehiclecompliance.co.nz/
https://www.autochecks.co.nz/

Note 4

If the vehicle inspector has reason to believe that the VIN or chassis number has been tampered with in any way, they
must advise the NZ Police.

Note 5

If the VIN is removed or replaced during repair, the repair certifier must provide the TSD agent with all relevant
information describing which parts of the vehicle were affected by the repairs and the source of any parts used
(including the registration plates, VIN or chassis number of any donor vehicles). The TSD agent will complete the
required documentation and reattach the VIN.

Figure 1-1-1. Structure of a VIN issued by the NZ Transport Agency
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Figure 1-1-2. Structure of a VIN issued by the vehicle manufacturer

Car

DHOODDODDPY

o Counby  Transmission Mode Engine  golect Year Ay
ng Auto KK Coupe VB Number 2002 B Fari
A26658 ' + Vehicles unigua numbar
Truck

W) &)W
Make G““*"‘FP’ I Bu-;.tr ] mI-:t I MnTmIr

UsA Chewy Cab & Chassis Twio Door Digit Plant
4xz Los Angeles
Manufacturer Eﬂu;:’_'gu'gargs Code Series Engine Year
General Molors Hydraulic brakes 1.5 lonne 43L 1997

132166 ) + Vehicles unique number

Summary of legislation

Applicable legislation

e Land Transport Rule: Vehicle Standards Compliance 2002.

Mandatory requirements

1. A vehicle first registered or re-registered in New Zealand before 1 April 1994 must have a chassis number or VIN.

2. A vehicle first registered or re-registered in New Zealand from 1 April 1994 must have a VIN.


http://www.nzta.govt.nz/resources/rules/vehicle-standards-compliance-2002-index.html

Condition

3. A VIN or chassis number must not have been removed, erased, altered, defaced, obscured, destroyed, obliterated or
affixed unlawfully or unauthorised.



