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11-1 Exhaust system and silencer

Reasons for rejection

Mandatory equipment

1. A vehicle does not comply with the requirements relating to mandatory equipment set out in:

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, general vehicles

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, heavy vehicles

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, light PSVs

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, heavy PSVs

Compliance with approved standards

2. A class LC, LD, LE, MA, MB, MC, MD1, MD2, MD3, MD4, ME, NA, NB or NC vehicle, other than one listed in Table

11-1-1, manufactured on or after 1 January 1985 and certified for entry on or after 1 June 2008:

a) did not comply, or cannot be demonstrated to have complied, with at least one of the approved standards listed

in Table 11-1-2 at the time the vehicle was manufactured, or

b) exceeded the noise limits in Table 11-1-2 when it was tested in accordance with the standards in Table 11-1-2

at the time the vehicle was manufactured, or

c) does not have evidence that the vehicle has passed an LVVTA objective noise test, for instance:

i. the owner cannot produce a valid ‘Objective exhaust noise emission test certificate’ (Figure 11-1-1), or

ii. the exhaust system tailpipe is not fitted with a valid LVVTA noise test label (Figure 11-1-2) or an

appropriate LVV data plate (Figure 11-1-3)

Condition and performance

3. A vehicle does not comply with the requirements relating to condition and performance set out in:

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, general vehicles

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, heavy vehicles

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, light PSVs

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, heavy PSVs

https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/in-service-wof-and-cof/general/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/in-service-wof-and-cof/light-psvs/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/in-service-wof-and-cof/heavy-psvs/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/in-service-wof-and-cof/general/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/in-service-wof-and-cof/light-psvs/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/in-service-wof-and-cof/heavy-psvs/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage


Table 11-1-1. Vehicles deemed to comply with approved noise standards and drive-by noise limits

Evidence of compliance with an approved noise standard and noise limit is not required for the following

vehicles:

any vehicle that may be entry certified because it already meets all other approved vehicle standards

applicable to the vehicle

any vehicle manufactured for a market that requires compliance with FMVSS, ECE, EEC, ADR or Japanese

standards

Table 11-1-2. List of approved noise standards and drive-by noise limits

A vehicle manufactured on or after 1985 for which evidence of compliance with an approved standard and

noise level is required must comply with the following:

Approved noise standard Vehicle class Maximum noise level (dBA)

ISO 362

BS 3425

SAE J1470

ADR 28/01

TRIAS 20

LC, LD, LE (engine capacity of 125

cc or less)

LC, LD, LE (engine capacity more

than 125 cc)

MA, MB, MC, MD1, MD2, NA

MD3, MD4, ME, NB, NC (power

output 150 kW or less)

MD3, MD4, ME, NB, NC (power

output more than 150 kW)

82

86

81

86

88



Figure 11-1-1. Objective exhaust noise emission test certificate





Figure 11-1-2. Objective noise test label

Figure 11-1-3. Green objective noise test electronic data plate and orange electronic data plate

From September 2025 a vehicle that passes an objective noise test (ONT) will be fitted with an electronic data plate

(EDP), which will include either a green or orange label.

The green label indicates the EDP only contains ONT information, however the vehicle may also have an older style

LVV engraved certification plate.

The orange label will be used when the vehicle has been LVV certified for modifications and may only cover

modifications, but where an ONT is required and passed the EDP will cover both the ONT data and the LVV certified

modifications.



Figure 11-1-4. Sample of objective noise test data

Summary of legislation

Applicable legislation

Land Transport Rule: Vehicle Equipment 2004

Mandatory equipment

1. A vehicle must comply with the requirements relating to mandatory equipment set out in:

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, general vehicles

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, heavy vehicles

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, light PSVs

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, heavy PSVs

Compliance with approved standards

2. A class LC, LD, LE, MA, MB, MC, MD1, MD2, MD3, MD4, ME, NA, NB or NC vehicle manufactured on or after 1

January 1985 and certified for entry on or after 1 June 2008 must comply with:

a) an approved standard and not exceed the relevant noise limit, as specified in Table 11-1-2, or

b) the LVVTA objective noise test.

Condition and performance

3. The exhaust system and silencer must comply with the requirements relating to condition and performance set out in

the relevant section of the VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1.

Modification

4. A vehicle must comply with the requirements relating to modifications set out in:

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, general vehicles

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, heavy vehicles

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, light PSVs

VIRM: In-service certification, section 11-1, heavy PSVs.

http://www.nzta.govt.nz/resources/rules/vehicle-equipment-2004-index.html
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/in-service-wof-and-cof/general/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/in-service-wof-and-cof/light-psvs/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/in-service-wof-and-cof/heavy-psvs/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/in-service-wof-and-cof/general/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/in-service-wof-and-cof/light-psvs/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/in-service-wof-and-cof/heavy-psvs/exhaust/exhaust-system?stage=Stage
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